ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

took a drive alone with his wife. He talked
about the future. 'Mary/ he said, 'we have had
a hard time of it since we came to Washington,
but the war is over, and with God's blessing we
may hope for four years of peace and happiness,
and then we will go back to Illinois and pass the
rest of our lives in quiet.' He had had a horrible
and disturbing dream a few nights previously.
He saw in his dream a dead man lying in state
in the White House, and he asked, 'Who is dead
in the White House?* and a soldier answered: ,
'The President. He was killed by an assassin.'
And he heard so loud a burst of grief from the
crowd that he awoke from his dream. Lincoln
had these disturbing dreams quite often. He
told his wife of this one, and she and he tried to
forget it. But it disturbed him.

April   14   was   Good   Friday.   It   was   not
observed in the United States with the same
general suspension of worldly activities as in
Europe. Theatres, for example, were open as
usual. Lincoln decided that he would attend
Ford's Theatre in Washington that night to see
a humorous piece called Our American Cousin.
His wife and some friends accompanied him.
They arrived late and were given an ovation.
While they sat in their box and the play pro-
ceeded, John Wilkes Booth stole into the box.
Booth, a fanatical Southern sympathiser and a
melodramatic actor by profession, had joined in
a conspiracy to murder the leading members of
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